SERVICES PROVIDED BY MANCHESTER LMC

Manchester LMC is the representative body of Manchester GPs and is funded by a levy which is paid by all GMS practices; and the majority of PMS practices; and a number of freelance GPs in Manchester.

Additionally, all practices are encouraged to subscribe to the GPC Defence Fund Voluntary Levy.

On behalf of its subscribing GPs, the LMC will:-

· Liaise with PCTs on all matters affecting general practice and to act in the best interests of Manchester GPs, e.g. negotiation on Enhanced Services provided by GP practices.

· Work with PCTs to improve the quality of health care provision in primary care.

· Work with the Strategic Health Authority, via the Association of Greater Manchester LMCs, on aspects of NHS arrangements in Greater Manchester, which have implications for general practice.

· Provide the means of entry to Medico/ Political Scene – subscribing to an LMC enables principals to take part in GPC elections.

· Provide the opportunity for GP subscribers to attend LMC meetings as observers and to serve on relevant working parties.

· Provide an opportunity for GPs to influence the development of local policies.

· Offer support and confidential advice to GPs on
· Complaints procedures

· PCT concerns about GP performance

· Any disputes between the GP/practice and the PCT, e.g. QOF disputes.

· Provide opportunity to attend LMC seminars designed specifically for general practice (e.g. effective meetings/negotiation skills/presentation skills, etc., free of charge).

· Provide the opportunity to attend LMC Open evening meetings for all Manchester GPs on current topics (usually 2 – 3 per year)

· Encourage personal and professional development of GPs.

· Provide a general advisory service on all aspects of GPs’ contractual obligations and signpost to appropriate organisations. 

· Act as an impartial facilitator between subscribing GP principals in the event of a partnership dispute.

· Maintain and circulate a Locum list, including GMC registration and Defence Organisation status which is updated quarterly.  Beneficial to both principals wishing to employ locums, and non-principals looking for locum work.

· Provide regular up-to-date information about general practice via our newsletter “What’s On at the LMC” and the LMC Website at http://www.manchesterlmc.co.uk
· Provide access to the LMC Buying Group Federation, which obtains, through negotiation with suppliers, the best possible discounts on a range of goods and services that practices regularly buy, minimising practice expense and maximising income – www.lmcbuyinggroups.co.uk 

· Endeavour to provide value for money to Manchester GPs.
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